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make such blunders as selecting the Grote editions 
of Goethe, Heine, and Schiller. 

Leonabd L. Mackall. 

Johns Hopkins University. 



SPANISH LITERATURE. 

Nueva Biblioteea de Alitor es Espafioles, publicada 
bajo la direcci6n del Excmo. Sr. D. Maece- 
lino Menendez y Pelayo. Madrid : Bailly- 
Balliere e Hijos. 8vo. 12 pesetas per volume. 

The above mentioned collection is doubtless the 
most important, as well as the most extensive, 
literary undertaking that Spain has initiated in 
the present century. The original Biblioteea de 
Autores Espafioles, consisting of seventy-one octavo 
volumes, still forms the most complete corpus of 
Spanish literature and history before the nine- 
teenth century, even though many of its indi- 
vidual volumes have been superseded by more 
reliable texts and more critical studies. We see 
now in execution a continuation of the old Biblio- 
teea, under the direction of Menendez y Pelayo 
and a staff of editors who represent the best schol- 
arship in modern Spain, and are well equipped to 
carry forward the work begun by such men as 
Hartzenbusch, Duran, Gayangos. 

The Nueva Biblioteea does not aim to reprint 
the works contained in the older collection, except 
in the case where the earlier edition is so deficient 
or incorrect as to render it especially undesirable 
for modern readers. Each of the new volumes is 
to contain a critical introduction and the necessary 
explanatory material, but great care is taken not 
to make the contents unwieldy and undesirable in 
the hands of the general public for whom the 
collection is intended. As to typography, the 
texts of the pre-classic period will retain the 
original orthography ; those of the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries will be treated, to a certain 
extent, according to the ideas of the individual 
editor ; books of the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries will conform to the modern system of 
orthography as set forth by the Spanish Academy. 
While something may be said against such an 
arrangement, the editors are influenced by a desire 



to meet the needs and wishes of a large body of 
their readers. 

Three volumes of the Nueva Biblioteea have 
already appeared : Origenes de la novela, Vol. i, by 
the editor of the series ; Autobiograjias y memorias 
de espafioles de los siglos xvi y xvn, collected and 
edited by Manuel Serrano y Sanz ; Predicatores de 
hs sighs xvi y xvn, edited by Miguel Mir. Other 
volumes in press or in preparation are : 

Chronica General de Espafia, Dos tomos. Por 
Ram6n Menendez Pidal. — Libros de Caballerias. 
Dos tomos. Por Adolf o Bonilla y San Martin. — 
Teatro de Tirso de Molina. Dos tomos. Por 
Emilio Cotarelo y Mori. — Historia ApologMiea de 
las Indias de TV. Bartolome 1 de las Casas, por 
Manuel Serrano y Sanz. — Cantos populates espa- 
fioles, por Francisco Rodriguez Marin. — Obras 
seleetas de Ram6n Lull, por Mateo Obrador y 
Bennassar. — Historia de la orden de San Jeroni- 
mo, por Fr. Jose" de Siguenza, con introducci6n 
de Juan Catalina y Garcia. — Obras completas de 
Ram6n de la Cruz, por Emilio Cotarelo y Mori. 
It is not the purpose of the present notice to 
give a critical estimate of the various volumes of 
the series that have appeared, since each is worthy 
of separate study. It may be of interest, how- 
ever, to note the scope of the initial volume of the 
collection. In volume one of the Origenes de la 
Novela, Menendez y Pelayo gives a detailed history 
of the Spanish novel before Cervantes. This volume 
consists of more than five hundred pages, yet two 
chapters of the study are forthcoming in the second 
volume ; namely, the novela de costumbres and the 
euentos y narraeiones cartas. The remainder of 
volume ii will contain the texts of Montemayor's 
Diana, Diego de San Pedro's Car eel de Amor, the 
anonymous Cuestion de Amor, Villal6n's Crota- 
lon and a part of the Transformaciones de Pita, 
goras, Antonio de Torquemada' s Cohquios satirieos. 
The aim and scope of the Nueva Biblioteea is 
set forth in the introduction to volume i and more 
fully in the prospectus issued by the publishers. 
The prospectus, however, is not a mere advertise- 
ment, and is well worthy of preservation ; the 
reader would not go far astray in having it bound 
as a part of the first volume of the collection. 



C. Cabboll Mabden. 



Johns Hopkins University. 



